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Goin’ ‘Home’: Scorsese
takes on Dylan mythos

he mone Bob Oylan reveals, the more he conceals.

Lately, the singar-songwriter has been much in e public eye, His
memoir “Chronicles Yol. 17 has been perched on the New Yark Times
best-seller Jist for 14 weeks. Late [ast year, he sat for an infrequent TV
imterview — with Ed Bradley on &0 Minutes."

Daspite that current high profile, Dylan remaing a cryplic Agure.
Akthough its a delightful read, “Chronicles” often obfuscates ahout the
facts, and he was as gnomic as ever in his CBS sit-down.

Mow Martin Scorsese is faking on the Dylan mythos. The director’s
three-hour feature “No Direction Home™ will pramigre on PBS' “Ameri-
can Masters™ series in two parts July 13-14.

“IPs nonfiction — maybe,” Scorsese said candidly at a Television
CGritics Assan. session Saturday at the Universal
Clty Hiltan. “With Bob Oylan, you never know.”

The film will focus on the five years from
Dylan's arrival in New York in January 1961 to the
July 1966 motorcycle crash that sidelined him.
During that time, the protean musician underwent
a hurtling artistic metamorphosls — from Woody
Guthrie acolybe o protest-song fcon, from impres-
sionist folk poet to surrealist mek dandy,

“You're constantly in a state of bacoming,”
Orylan says in-a clip drawn from 10 hours of fresh
Interview footage shot by Dylan's aide-de-camp Jefl Rosen, whao
takes a co-producer credit on the project. (Scorsese said he has not
conducted any intervicws himsclf, though It's still a possibility.) The
feature alsa will vifer lestimony from such familiars 25 one-time para-
mours Suze Rotolo and Joan Baez, muzicians Dave Yan Ronk and Pete
Seecger and poet Allen Ginsherg,

“American Masters" executive producer Susan Lacy said the
show pursued Dylan for 10 years. Judging from the five-minute
reel screened for critics, the payoff for that quest should be
breathtaking.

“Mao Direelion Home™ will tap a glittering lode of hitherto unseen
footaga, The proma resl included whal might be the carliest film of
Dylan, taken In 1962 by John Cohen of the Mew Lost Cily Ramblers on
his:Wew York rooftop. The film will unearth performances from the "6
and ‘B4 Mewparl Folk Festivals and outtakes from [0LA, Pennebaker's
"Dont Look Back! and "Edt the Document,” shot respectively on
Dylan's %65 and '66 tours of England, Even some Oylan home movies
will be aired,

The mast unexpected clip unspooled for the writers shows Dylan
— anstage in Manchester, England, on May 17, 1966, during his con-
frontational first electric tour — reacting as outraged folkie Keith Bul-
ler yells “Judas!” from the audience. It's a legendary moment in rock
history, and now we can see il

In conjunction with the PBS airing, Columbia Legacy will issue a
Lwo-GD set of unreleased Dylan music. Paramount Homa Videon will
redease a DVD with additional footage in late summer or early fall.

It remains to be seen if Storsese — who filmed a balky Dylan for
"The Last Waltz” the director's 1978 documentary on the Band — can
capture the essence of this guarded, endlessly morphing musician, Az
the director noted, "He's constantly frying not to be pinned down. ...
Tomarmaw, he may be something else."
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